
PLAN FOR THE WORST…
SO YOU’RE READY 
FOR ANYTHING

PARKS AND TRAILS EMERGENCY PLANNING



WHAT CREATES AN EMERGENCY?



WHO’S BEEN THERE?



STAFF TRAINING



EMERGENCY RESPONDER TRAINING
During an emergency should not be the first time your local agencies have ever been to your park or trail.



WORK WITH 
YOUR 
EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE 
TEAMS

Do YOU have the resources they need to do their 
job?

Access to 
remote locations

Communication 
methods

Key to your 
buildings

Do THEY have the equipment needed for 
emergencies in your parks and trails?

Equipment for 
remote locations

Drones rope rescue



BARRIERS TO RESPONSE AND RESCUE

Access points

Knowledge of the 

landscape-or lack 

thereof-for visitors 

and responders

Crowds and 

curiosity

Time of day



THE SCENARIOS ARE ENDLESS

You can’t always do much to help, but it helps to know 

who to call.  

In some events there are multiple agencies needed –

Dispatch may automatically know who to call, but 

speak up if you feel someone else should be involved.



EMERGENCY CONTACT 
LISTS



WEATHER EVENTS ARE CHANGING IN FREQUENCY 
AND INTENSITY.



WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT IT?

PLAN AHEAD

with your entire agency
PREVENT WHAT YOU CAN 

Keep public out of harms 

way whenever possible



SOMETIMES IT TAKES DRASTIC MEASURES



MOTHER NATURE’S 
DAMAGE

 IS INEVITABLE

• What you do in the aftermath 

can determine how quickly 

things get cleaned up and how 

much it might cost.

“Quick and Quiet”

Be the calm in the storm and 

work quickly to gather resources 

but ensure you are being 

thoughtful and intentional about 

who you need.



CALL IN THE REINFORCEMENTS
MANY HANDS MAKE 

QUICK WORK

• VOLUNTEER HELP

• SCHOOLS

• MEDIA

• PARK VOLUNTEERS

• LOCAL FARMERS – EQUIPMENT/TOOLS

• PUBLIC WORKS

• HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

• PRIVATE CONTRACTORS

• THEY MAY EVEN DONATE TIME

• UTITLIES

• POWER

• SEPTIC 

• PHONE/INTERNET



• KEEP TRACK OF ALL THOSE COSTS!!!

• INVOICES

• VOLUNTEER AND STAFF TIME

• RESOURCES

• INVITE YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

FEMA
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